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Subject: Approval of Airplane Pilots - State of Montana DNRC    

  
To: Forest and Grasslands Supervisors    

  

  

 

Regional Aviation Officer has authorized in accordance with FSM 5712.34, 5713.43 and the 

2010 National Association of State Foresters Cooperator Aviation Standards for Interagency 

Fire, the following Montana DNRC pilots and aircraft for Forest Service use as cooperator 

aircraft.   

 

All activity occurring will comply with Interagency Helicopter Operations Guide (e.g. staffing), 

FSM 5700, FSH 5709.16 and the Federal Excess Personal Property (FEPP) Desk Guide and 

Montana DNRC 1500 Manual, Air Operations. 

   

   Rotor wing aircraft:  Bell 206 BIII: N384M, N392M 

                                    Bell UH-1: N387M, N388M, N394M, N395M, N398M                                                                                       

   Fixed wing aircraft:  Cessna 180 series: N391M, N9067M and N6312B.  

 

Pilot approvals:  Rotor Wing Pilot-in-Command flight time requirements for these missions are 

1500 hours. Fixed Wing flight time requirements are 1,200 hours Pilot-in-Command, with a 

minimum of 1,500 hours total time. See Attached  

Montana DNRC Personnel, Forest Aviation Officers and the appropriate dispatch center will 

ensure all flights are required, properly coordinated, and all appropriate documentation is 

completed in full compliance with Public Law 103-411, Northern Rockies Mobilization Guide 

Appendix Q and S.  

Under Forest Service direct fire protection, state aircraft are allowed to provide fire support for 

initial attack if commercial aircraft are not available. An order shall be placed for replacement 

aircraft.  

Pilots and aircraft listed are approved for incident support including, internal/external cargo, 

water/retardant bucket and USFS initial attack firefighter transport.  

As a reminder, the following procedures will be adhered to for use on State and Forest Service 

direct protection when transporting FS firefighters:  



 

 

 1. Both parties will conduct a pre-and post-mission briefing. Objective of the flight, mission 

planning, aviation safety and risk assessment must be included. 

2. Applicable demonstrated weight and balance and performance planning procedures must be 

complied with. 

3. Personnel will brief Forest Service personnel on the location and operation of safety 

equipment, crash and emergency egress procedures. 

 4. All firefighter-carrying flights must be conducted at or above 500ft. AGL. If an occasion 

arises that requires a descent below 500 ft. AGL, a thorough high and low level recon must be 

conducted.  Prudent low-level flying techniques must be maintained at all times.  

5. Flight Following is essential.  All activity with comply with Chapter 20, flight following 

resource tracking in Northern Rockies Mobilization Guide.  

6. A copy of this letter will be kept onboard all Montana DNRC aircraft.  

If action goes beyond initial attack i.e., large fire support; transport of Forest Service personnel 

is not authorized regardless of protection responsibility. Authorization may be granted by the 

Regional Aviation Officer on a case by case basis if the transport of Forest Service personnel is 

critical to an incident and commercial aircraft are not available.  

 

                 THIS AUTHORIZATION WILL REMAIN IN EFFECT UNTIL: June 30th, 2011               

     Should you have any questions, please contact Maggie Doherty at 406-329-4903. 

 

 

 

 

  

/s/ Margaret M. Doherty /s/ Jane L. Cottrell   
MARGARET M. DOHERTY JANE L. COTTRELL   

Regional Aviation Officer Deputy Regional Forester   

 

 

 

  

      
      

      

 

 

cc:  Patricia Koppenol 

Cathy E Scofield 

Forest Aviation Officers 

Chuck Brenton - Montana DNRC 

Bob Harrington - Montana State Forester    


